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BEC BRIBFING 22 July 1958

I

imperor isile felsssise's scoeplanos of Soviet credit {(for 2100
wililon) and Czech credit éuring his
recent visit from 20 June to 17 July to bloc (U58H and Czechoslovaikia
sues additicnsl probless in the Wostil's relations with Eihiopis,

4. Howcow granted Hthiopia $100 wmillion lengp~ters low intersst lise
of credit sigpaed trade
sooord, and reached agroemetit ia fields of techaicsl assistapce
for agpricaltural snd induxtrisl developueat snd cultursl ex-

h . 25X1
de Cumechs extended Fthilopis line of aredits
ad to nogotinte economic, tecimical, and cultural

agresments,
e Husors persiast im Ditllepia that secret protocois mede covering
atiitary ald from both Noscow and Pragune.
Ve Prior to Dmperor's trip, inoreasiag bdloc attesmpts to penctvrate
Ethiopin through political and commercial wmeans lavgely
i. Hoscow's efforta im past directed primwily through Seviet
egbgsny, poxwenent inforssiion cemter, and lO0-Dod hospital
in Addis Ababs whieh ZSoviets have opersted siancs 1847,
#. Hussimn %ed (ross had operated houpital for about 20
yesrs prior to vorld ¥ar §.
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2., Previously Czechs had granted line of credit 25X1

last yvear for purchase of hospltal equipment md supplies;

legation and permanent trade mission in Addis Ababa active,

but relatively inelfective.

2, Czech trade agfeement signed in 1958 largely unimple~
mented,

Reaction in Ethiopis to Emperor's agreesonts mixed, although

wenerally one of approval,

4o Ethiopian masses accept any act of Emporor as correct; expect
country’s economic difficulties now over.

i1, Most governwent personnel elated, but some top offlcials fear
Emperor may bave gons too far with agreexmnts,

e Literate Ethiopians outaide government appavently less jJubilant,
and some university students reportedly calling Emperor’s action
sell-out to Sovietas.

Hoscow has scored immediate propaganda victory in Ethlopia which

may have wider repercussions through out Africas,

4. DBoth Soviet and Ethiopian information media provided wide coverage
of Emperor's laudatory remarks about USBR and its leaders,

He toasted USSR as "greatest country in world.”

3, Woscow has announced Khrushchev and Voroshilov accepted an
invitation to visit Ethiopisz--date yet to be agreed upon,

iz, Arrival of mumecrous bloc technicians ia Fthiopia would expose
voung, foreign-educated elements--already restive over slownespsy
in attaining high positions~-to Communist influence,
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imperer ‘s primary imtent probably to sscdre aacisg sssistance 1o
snlve country's ecopomic difficulties, but probably nlae te
stimalste .85, interest in Ethiopiu.
i, Lmperor, believisg he bhas bloc suppori, may aBwume BOTEe inGe~
pendent attitude towsrd Yest and stronger pan~-Afrvizea posture.
Gpy create trouble is future for UE in terms of ocur commmicziions

facilitien at Ammara,
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